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Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1951  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Braintree 
and  Booking  Urban  District. 

The  birth  rate  was  13'7  and  the  death  rate  12‘9  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  greater  than  the  previous 
year,  chiefly  due  to  outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 
Encouraging  results  have  been  published  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  whooping  cough  vaccination  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  vaccine  will  be  made  available  in  the  County  Council  chnics 
*n  the  near  future. 

The  Section  on  the  General  Provision  of  Health  Ser\nces  sets 
out  the  services  provided  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  the  North 
East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Essex  Executive 
Council. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances,  Housing  and  Meat  and  PMod  Inspection. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Council’s  officers  and,  in  particular,  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  for  their  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  P.  KALRA. 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 

Braintree. 

July,  1952. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting,  in  conjunction  with  the  report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  and  sanitary  inspection  of  the  Urban  District  for 
the  year  1951. 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  supplies  in  the  area 
accounted  for  more  than  forty  per  cent,  of  the  total  visits  made  in 
1951,  and  for  more  than  half  the  total  time,  much  of  the  latter 
outside  normal  working  hours.  Pood  hygiene  received  a fair  measure 
of  attention,  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  food  trade  built 
up  over  the  past  few  years  was  maintained  by  personal  contact. 
Several  local  organisations  were  addressed  on  this  subject  during 
the  year. 

Housing  repairs  enforced  by  the  Department  were  on  a slightly 
reduced  scale  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  the  work  carried 
out  was  done  almost  exclusively  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  No  statutory  notices  were  served  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  requiring  repairs,  indeed,  with  existing  rent 
restrictions  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs  the  outcome  of  any  major 
action  under  this  Act  is  difficult  to  foresee.  The  position  is  far  from 
satisfactory  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  1951,  many  houses  in  the 
area  deteriorated  a further  stage  towards  obsolescence. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  you  for  your  continued  interest 
and  support  and  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  my  own  staff  and  fellow  officials. 

T am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  F.  BAYLEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  ••  ..  ..  6,811 

Estimated  resident  population  ..  ..  ..  ..  17,520 

NumW  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  . . 5,474 

Rateable  Value  £101,200 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . . . £404 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

There  are  several  fairly  large  industrial  establishments  in  the 
Urban  District,  engaged  mainly  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel 
products  and  textiles.  These  industries  provide  employment  for 
large  numbers  of  workers,  both  male  and  female,  from  the  Urban 
District  and  the  adjacent  Braintree  Rural  District. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

On  page  9 are  set  out  extracts  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District  for  the  ten-year  period  1942-51,  in  regard  to  the  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  the  local  and  national  birth  and  death  rates 
for  each  year  during  that  time. 


Births 


In  the  year  1951,  there  were 

240  live  births 

in  the  Urban  District, 

and  these  were  as  follows  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

123 

117 

Legitimate 

117 

112 

IDegitimate 

6 

5 

The  birth  rate  was  18"7  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resi<ient 
population  and  is  the  lowest  since  1939. 


Still  Births 


There  were  six  still  births  registered  in  1951,  and  these 
as  follows  : 


Mule  Female 

Total  . . . . , . 3 3 

Legitimate  . . . . 3 3 

Illegitimate  . . . . — — 


were 


Deaths 


There  were  226  deaths  relating  to  the  Urban  District,  of  which 
123  were  males  and  103  were  females.  The  death  rate  was  12-9 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident^  population  and  was  higher  than 
the  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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The  details  of  the  nett  deaths  in  the  district  in  1951  are  given 
below  ; 


Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  again  accounted 
for  nearly  half  of  the  total  deaths  and  cancer  was  the  next  most 
important  cause  of  death. 

Infant  Deaths 

There  were  three  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  1951,  of  which 
two  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  12-5  and  was  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  district.  The 
causes  of  infant  deaths  were  broncho-pneum’onia,  congenital  heart 
disease  and  erythroblastosis  foetalis. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers 

For  list  see  page  1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Withanr  and  for  the  Kural  Districts  of 
Braintree  and  Duntnow,  and  Assistarrt  County  Medical  Officer  to 
the  Essex  County  Council. 

The  Braintree  and  Docking  Urban  District  Council,  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  (rther  Local  Authorities  concerned,  provide  office 
accommodation  in  the  prefabricated  arrnexe  of  the  Towm  Hall, 
Brairrtree,  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  is  also  housed  in  the  same  brrilding,  w'hich  is  a self- 
contaiired  unit  for  the  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

SEKVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Regular  ante-rratal  arrd  women’s  welfare  clirrics  are  held,  with 
a lady  doctor  in  attendance,  at  the  Cornbirred  Treatrrrent  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road,  Braintree. 
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Care  of  Young  Children  up  to  School  Age 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Combined  Treatment 
Centre,  Braintree,  and  monthly  at  the  Booking  Village  Hall. 
Injections  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  given,  with  the  parents’ 
consent.  Children  requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  the  local 
general  practitioners,  hospitals,  or  appointments  given  for  the 
dental,  orthopaedic  and  eye  clinics  provided  at  the  Braintree  Centre. 

Care  of  School  Children  * 

Kegular  school  medical  inspections  are  carried  out  and  the 
children  with  defects  are  referred  for  treatment.  A monthly  clinic 
is  held  for  the  reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  of  young  children,-  act  as 
school  nurses  and  help  at  the  clinics  at  the  Combined  Treatment 
Centre. 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

These  services  are  .carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse  Midwives 
resident  in  the  area. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

Application  for  domestic  help  should  be  made  to  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  195  Springfield  Eoad,  Chelmsford.  This  service  is 
not  provided  free  of  cost. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital, 
Braintree,  and  Stisted  Hall. 

Laboratory  Services 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples, 
the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  milk  and  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of  other- 
foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are  carried 
out  by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  61  Victoria  Street, 
London,  S.W.l. 
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Examination  of  milk  samples  from  the  District  are  also  arranged 
by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  service  is  provided  by  the 
Essex  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Writtle,  near  Chelmsford. 

Chemical  examination  of  foodstuffs  is  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Analyst  to  the  Essex  County  Council. 

SEKVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  EAST 
METROPOLITAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and 
provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals 
which  serve  the  Braintree  population  are  the  William  Julien 
Courtauld,  St.  Michael’s  and  Black  Notley  Hospitals,  Braintree, 
and  the  hospitals  in  Chelmsford  and  Colchester. 

1951  w'as  a year  of  continued  progress  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital. 
In  the  acute  wards  there  was  a greater  turnover  of  patients  than 
the  previous  year.  The  physiotherapy  department  functioned  wdth 
two  part-time  physiotherapists  and  a considerably  increased  number 
of  treatments  was  carried  out.  A small  pathology  department  was 
opened  during  the  year. 

At  Black  Notley  Hospital  two  new  wards  were  brought  into  use 
for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  cases,  thus  reducing  the  waiting  period 
of  admission  to  hospital. 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  this  Council 
provides  the  general  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Supple- 
mentary Ophthalmic  services  through  the  family  doctors,  dentists, 
chemists  and  opticians  in  the  area. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1951 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied'  by  the 
Kegistrar-General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death, 
1948. 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respu’atory 

3 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

Wbiooping  cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Pohomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

12. 

MaUgnant  neoplasm,  breast. . 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

13 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

22 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

20 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

2 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

IS 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

3 

22. 

Influenza 

4 

6 

23. 

Pnemnonia 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

G 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

4 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  entei-itis  and  diarrhoe<J-  . . 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  cliildbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  iU-deflned  diseases 

21 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . . 

3 



35. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  other  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . . . . . . 123  103 
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Rate  per  1,000  “ related  births 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Urban  District  in  1951, 
was  high  owing  to  outbreaks  of  whooping  cough  and  measles. 
Particulars  as  to  numbers  and  ages  of  the  cases,  other  than 
tuberculosis,  for  the  year  are  given  in  the  table  on  page  11.  A few 
brief  comments  are  made  on  some  of  the  infectious  diseases. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  seventh  year  running  there  were  no  confirmed  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  the  Urban  District.  The  state  of  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion in  infants  and  school  children  is  being  well  maintained. 

Measles 

As  expected  there  was  a considerably  increased  number  of  cases, 
chiefly  occurring  in  young  school  children. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  was  a greater  number  of  cases  than  the  previous  year  and 
one  child  required  admission  to  hospital.  The  results  published  on 
whooping  cough  vaccination  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  during 
the  year  are  most  proinising,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents  will 
get  their  children  adequately  protected  against  this  disease.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  have  so  far  not  advocated  universal  whooping 
cough  vaccination  and  so,  in  turn,  the  Essex  Comity  Council  have 
not  made  it  generally  available  in  their  clinics.  This  gives  rise  to  a 
farcical  position  where,  as  the  clinic  doctor,  one  immunises  the 
child  against  diphtheria  and  then  advises  that  the  child  should  be 
taken  to  the  family  doctor  for  whooping  cough  vaccination.  Perhaps 
this  anomaly  vRl  he  rectified  in  the  near  future. 

Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 


Food  Poisoning 

Ten  isolated  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and  were  due 
to  salmonella  typhimurium.  No  particular  food  was  responsible  for 
the  illnesses. 

Non-notifiable  Diseases 

A number  of  caseg  of  German  measles  and  chicken  pox  were 
notified  by  the  Head  Teachers  in  the  schools  in  the  Urban  District. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notice  in  1951 


» 


Tuberculosis 

Particulars  of  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  reported  rluring  the 
year  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  district  are  set  out  below  : 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratorv 

M. 

P. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1—5 

6 

1 



— 

— 



5—10 

2 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

10—15 

1 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

— — 

15—20 



1 

— 1 

— 

— 



20—25 

— 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

25—35 

1 

3 

— — 

1 

— 

— — 

35—45 

1 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

45—55 

— 

— 



— 

— 



55—65 

1 

— 



1 

— 



65  and  upwards 

1 

1 



— 

1 



Totals  . . 

13 

12 

— 2 

2 

1 



25 

2 

3 

— 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  151  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  of  the  District,  and  these  were  as  follows  ; 


Males  Females 

78  73 

Eespiratory  Non-respii-atory  Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

64  14  50  23 

As  far  as  the  housing  of  families  in  which  there  are  members 
suffering  from  an  infective  form  of  tuberculosis,  the  Council  have 
taken  these  circumstances  into  consideration  in  the  allocation  of 
available  housing  accommodation. 

Disinfection  of  the  premises  and  bedding  are  offered  free  to  the 
householders  after  the  death  or  removal  of  an  active  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  Care  Association 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Braintree,  Withani  and  District 
Tuberculosis  Care  Association  was  formed  to  assist  necessitous 
patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  their  families.  It  was  felt 
that  while  a patient  was  awaiting  hos])ital  treatment  or  had  been 
discharged  home  and  was  still  unabh^  to  work,  the  Association 
could  help  by  providing  extra  milk,  groceries  and.  in  some  instances, 
clothing.  During  the  year  the  Association  was  able  tir  help  twelve 
such  patients  -and  their  families. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

The  public  water  supplies  of  the  Urban  District  were,  in  1951, 
derived  exclusively  from  the  Council’s  two  existing  sources  of  suppljf’ 
at  the  Notley  Road  Waterworks  and  the  Rocking  ^^’aterworks. 
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The  supplies  continued  to  be  subjected  to  chlorination  before 
passing  into  supply.  At  Notley  Eoad  Works  gaseous  chlorine  was 
employed  and  at  Bocking  a hypochlorite  solution.  Estimations  of 
the  amount  of  residual  chlorine  present  in  the  mains,  i.e.  after  passing 
through  the  storage  tanks,  were  made  as  a routine. 

The  water  from-  both  sources  of  supply  was  sampled  regularly 
for  bacteriological  examination.  This  examination  was  made  both 
of  the  raw  water  and  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  consumers,  i.e.  after 
chlorination. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  was -as  follows  : 

Baw  Water  Water  in  Supply  Total 

Notley  Road  Waterworks  . . 2 4 6 

Bocking  Waterworks  ....  1 5 6 

All  the  above  samples  were  reported  upon  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories  as  being  entirely  satisfactory  and  the 
results  of  chemical  examinations  appear  below  : 

Sample  from  Notley  Road  Waterworks,  8.1.51 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals 
apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is 
very  moderate,  but  it  shows  the  high  content  of  mineral  and  sahne 
constituents  which  is  normal  to  this  source.  The  organic  quaUty 
and  bacterial  purity  of  the  water  are  of  a high  standard,  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,  although  the  content  of  fluorine 
is  higher  than  is  considered  desirable  from  the  aspect  of  children’s 
teeth. 

Sample  from  Bocking  Waterworks,  16.1.51 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron. 
The  water  is  very  hard  in  character,  but  its  hardness  and  its  content 
of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive. 
Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  whole- 
some in  character  and  suitable  for  ])ublic  supply  purposes. 

'I’lie  public  supply  is  not  liable  to  have  a pluml)0  solvent  action- 

Water  Consumption  in  the  District 

The  Council’s  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  regarding  the  amount  of  water  pumped 
during  19.51. 

Gallons 

Notley  Road  Waterworks  . . . . 140,540,000 

Bocking  Waterworks  . . . . . . 58,051,800 

Total 208,491,800 
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The  supply  was  adequate  for  the  present  needs  of  the  District,  i 
and  represents  an  overall  consumption  of  32‘97  gallons  per  head  ; 
per  day.  Allowing  for  the  41,336,000  gallons  supplied  through  i 
meters  for  trade  purposes,  the  net  consumption  per  head  per  day  for  ■ 
domestic  purposes  was  26'43  gallons,  compared  with  25‘54  in  1950. 

At  present  it  is  estimated  that  17,322  persons  who  occupy  5,419  ^ 
houses  are  served  by  public  mains. 

Of  these  approximately  138  houses  with  an  estimated  population  2 
of  436  are  served  by  sixty  standpipes,  fifty-three  of  which  are  | 
situated  in  the  open.  There  are  also  a considerable  number  of  houses  .a 
served  by  the  public  mains,  whose  only  supply  is  a tap  situated  in  a J 
washhouse  entered  from  the  yard.  J 

There  are  55  houses  with  private  supplies,  only  38  of  these  being  ^ 
piped  inside.  ^ 

i 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  ^ 

New  sewers  were  constructed  on  the  Church  Lane  Estate  in 
preparation  for  new  Council  houses.  S; 

Braintree  Sewage  Disposal  Works  V 

It  was  not  possible  to  commence  the  proposed  improvements  to  ; 
these  works  during  1951,  and  the  five  samples  taken  showed  an  } 
unsatisfactory  effluent. 

> 

Booking  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ^ 

Five  samples  of  effluent  for  analysis  were  taken  by  the  Essex  !■ 
County  Council,  four  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  1 

Rivers  and  Streams  ^ 

Continuous  pollution  of  the  River  Brain  occurred,  due  to  the  t 
effluent  from  Braintree  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  same  stream  ' 
received  occasional  pollution  from  industrial  establishments  above 
the  outfall  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  certain  firms  were  informed  ' 
that  polluting  effluents  for  which  they  were  responsible  would  have  ' 
to  be  discharged  into  the  sewer  or  effectively  treated  before  entering 
the  river. 

V 

Public  Cleansing 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  continued  throughout 
the  year  in  all  parts  of  the  District.  This  service  is  under  the  control 
of  the  Surveyor. 

The  tip  at  Rifle  Hill  was  again  used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse.  • 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections 

Dui’ing  the  year  1951,  the  following  inspections  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  premises  detailed  ; 


Primary  Total 

Nature  of  Inspections  Inspections  Revisits  Visits 


Housing — Housing  Act 

9 

60 

69 

Housing — Public  Health  Act 

65 

248 

313 

Other  Visits — Housing  Act . . 

45 

11 

56 

Other  Visits — Public  Health  Act 

426 

409 

835 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . • 

22 

21 

43 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 

17 

1 

18 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

15 

2 

17 

Milk  Sampling 

14 

— 

14 

Food  Preparing  Premises,  including  Bakehouses. . 

93 

62 

145 

Food  Byelaws 

26 

8 

34 

Ice  Cresim  Premises  and  Vendors  . . 

19 

7 

26 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : 

28 

28 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 

874 

99 

973 

(b)  Shops  . . . . . . ... 

129 

6 

135 

(c)  Meat  Depot  . . 

43 

— 

43 

(d)  Markets 

121 

7 

128 

Factories  Act  (Power) 

25 

6 

31 

Factories  Act  (Non-Power) 

8 

1 

9 

Shops  Act 

9 

4 

13 

Rag  Flock,  etc..  Act 

4 

— 

4 

Drainage 

52 

116 

167 

Smoke  Abatement  '. . 

3 

8 

11 

Overcrowding 

5 

— 

5 

Common  Lodging  House 

2 

— 

2 

Moveable  and  Temporary  Dwellings 

13 

29 

42 

Knackers  Yard 

16 

— 

16 

Vermin  Infestations  and  Pest  Control 

10 

14 

24 

Rat  Infestations 

18 

6 

24 

Swimming  Baths  and  Sampling 

18 

1 

19 

Rivers  Pollution 

6 

66 

60 

Interviews  with  Owners/Builders,  etc. 

62 

2 

64 

Miscellaneous 

181 

8 

189 

2377  1180  3667 


(2;  Notices  Served,  etc. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . • . • • • • 242 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  . . . . • • 232 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . • • • • 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  . . . . . . 29 
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(3)  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances  Found 


(a)  Housing 


Defective  roofs,  rain-water  pipes,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 36 

Other  external  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Damp  walls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Internal  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Defective  yard  paving  ....  . . . . . . . . 1 

Insanitary  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

(b)  General 

Defective  W.C.’s  and  W.C.  structures  . . . . . . . . 30 

Houses  with  defective  dustbins  . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Vermin  infested  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Vermin  infested  articles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Polluted  streams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Contraventions  of  Factories  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Defects,  etc.,  in  food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(c)  Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  W.C.’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Defective  drains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Defective  soilpipes  or  vents . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


(4)  Nuisances  Abated  and  Work  Done 

(a)  Housing 


Roofs,  rain-water  pipes,  etc.,  repaired  . . . . . . . . 27 

Other  external  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . n 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Internal  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

(b)  General 

W.C.’s  and  structures  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 443 

Vermin  infested  houses  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Vermin  infested  articles  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Contraventions  of  Shops  Act  remedied  . . . . . . . . 4 

Defects,  etc.,  in  food  premises  remedied  . . . . . . . . 5 

Treatment  for  insect  pest^  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Disinfection  of  property  following  infectious  diseases  . . . . 7 

Disinfection  of  bedding  follo\\ing  infectious  diseases  . . . . 4 


(c)  Drainage 

Choked  drains  and  W.C.’s  cleansed  . . . . . . . . 37 

Defective  drains  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . _ _ 5 

Defective  soilpipes  or  vents  repaired  . . . . . . . . 4 

New  drains  tested  and  4)assed  . . . . . . . . , , 2 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


I.  INSPECTION  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


N umber  of 

Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

1 

Inspections  j 

1 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

20 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

83 

31 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

— 





— 

Total  

103 

40 

1 

II.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  : 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

t 

Nmnber  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

1 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

Referred 

I To  H.M. 

! Inspector 

1 By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .. 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  convenience  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  .separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

There  are  34  Outworkers  in  the  District,  all  engaged  in  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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Shops  Act,  1950 

Nine  inspections  and  four  revisits  were  made  under  Section  38 
of  this  Act.  One  outstanding  defect  was  remedied. 

During  the  year  two  certificates  of  exemption  from  the  provision 
of  sanitary  accommodation  were  granted. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  was  only  one  hcence  to  use  land  as  a site  for  moveable 
dwellings  operative  in  the  District. 

Twelve  licences  were  granted,  each  in  respect  of  single  caravans 
for  specified  periods. 

Swimming  Baths 

Two  open-air  swimming  pools,  one  of  which  is  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Council,  were  in  use  during  the  year.  Samples  of  water  were 
taken  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  regularly 
throughout  the  season.  Field  tests  for  available  chlorine  were  also 
carried  out  and  the  filtration  plants  inspected  in  order  to  control 
the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  pools. 

All  the  samples  taken  were  satisfactory  and  both  pools  were 
maintained  in  excellent  condition  throughout  the  season. 

Insect  Pests 
Bed  Bugs 

Two  infestations  were  treated  with  five  per  cent.  D.D.T.  solution 
in  kerosene  during  1951.  Steam  treatment  was  given  to  bedding 
where  necessary.  Of  these  infestations  one  was  found  in  a Council 
house  and  one  in  a privately  owned  property. 

One  infestation  was  brought  to  light  during  the  routine  examina- 
tion of  premises  occupied  by  families  about  to  become  tenants  of 
Council  houses.  Re-inspections  were  made  to  treated  premises  after 
varying  periods. 

Steam  Disinfector 

The  use  of  the  steam  disinfector  at  the  former  Isolation  Hospital, 
Crossing  Road,  was  continued  during  the  year. 

Including  work  carried  out  for  neighbouring  authorities,  the  plant 
was  in  operation  for  29  charges,  IS  for  disinfection  following  infectious 
diseases  and  11  charges  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous  bedding  and 
clothing. 

Rodent  Control 

The  service  of  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  was  again  shared 
with  three  neighbouring  authorities.  The  Council  continued  the 
scheme  for  the  maintenance  of  rodent  control  whereby  a grant  of 
50  per  cent,  of  approved  net  expenditure  was  made  by  the  Ministr}^ 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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Ten  per  cent,  of  the  sewer  manholes  of  both  Braintree  and  Booking 
sewers  were  baited  with  negative  results. 

The  work  done  during  1951,  was  as  follows  ; 


Number  of  properties  inspected  . . . . . . . . 294 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested  and  treated — 

Major  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

Minor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Number  of  “ block  ” control  schemes  carried  out  . . . . 15 


HOUSING 

The  Council  completed  a further  21  houses  and  12  flats  during 
the  year  and  7 houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  following  tables  give  a summary  of  action  taken  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  houses  during  1951  : 

1.  Inspection  ol  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 74 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 0 

(3)  Nmnber  of  dwelhng  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

sub-heading  (2),  found  not  to  be  in  aU  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notice  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . 51 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(а)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

(б)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notice  : 

By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

(c)  Nmnber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . . . . . g 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

' Legal  Proceedings 

I 

Application  was  made  to  the  magistrates  for  an  order  to  abate 
a nuisance  in  respect  of  one  house.  The  court  made  a nuisance 
order  on  the  owner  to  abate  the  nuisance  within  twenty-one  days 
and  granted  the  Council  costs. 

The  work  was  subsequently  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 


The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  1 
and  dairies  other  than  dair}^  farms  and  is  the  licensing  authority 
in  respect  of  dealers  and  supplementary  licences  for  Pasteurised,  , 
Sterilised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  i\Iilk. 


Eight  distributors  and  three  dairies  are  registered  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Eegulations,  1949.  ^ 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  , 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949  : i 


Dealers  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Dealers  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk.  . 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 


6 

5 


3 

3 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  of  milk  submitted 
for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  in  the  case  of  Pasteurised  i\lilk, 
the  Phosphatase  Test.  Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  taken  by  the 
County  Council  Inspectors  are  not  included  in  the  table. 


Class  of 
of  Milk 

Number 

Sampled 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Satisfactory 

Un- 

satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Un- 

satisfactory 

T.T. 

6 

6 





Ungraded  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

7 

7 

— 

7 

— 

Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  four  local  manufacturers  of  ice  cream,  all  of 
which  was  heat  treated,  and  forty-one  vendors  of  ice  cream  were 
retailing  from  shops  in  the  Urban  District.  All  were  registered 
under  Section  1.58  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1933.  In 
addition,  vendors  registered  elsewhere  in  the  County  of  Essex 
operated  in  the  District. 

Frequent  inspections  of  manufacturers'  premises  were  made  and 
periodic  inspections  of  vendors’  premises  and  vendors'  vehicles  were 
carried  out. 
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Twenty-eight  sainplea  ivf  iee  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriolo- 
l^cal  examination  with  the  following  results  : 


Manufactured  in  Dislrid 
Fourteen  in  Provisional  Grade  I 
Five  in  Provisional  Grade  II 
Two  in  Provisional  Grade  III 
NU  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 


Manufactured  Outside  District 
Six  in  Provisianal  Grade  I 
One  in  Provisional  Grade  II 
Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  III 
Nil  in  Provisional  Grade  IV 


The  improved  bacterial  quality  of  locally  manufactured  ice  cream, 
•evident  during  recent  years,  was  fully  maintained  during  1951, 
190  per  cent,  of  the  samples  manufactured  in  the  district  were  in 
^Provisional  Grade  I or  II,  compared  with  83  per  cent,  in  1950,  and 
‘77  per  cent,  in  1949. 


(Meat 

The  Ministry  of  Food  have  continued  to  use  two  slaughterhouses 
hn  this  Urban  District.  Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the 
'Council’s  Inspectors  and  all  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
•were  examined  bv  them. 

There  is  no  organised  system  of  ante-mortem  inspection  in  the 
lease  of  animals  sent  to  the  slaughterhouses  through  collecting  and 
Ij^ding  centres  and  no  proper  facilities  exist  for  this  purpose,  but 
ithe  majority  of  such  animals  are  seen  by  the  meat  inspectors,  either 
iin  the  market  or  in  the  lairage  at  the  slaughterhouses,  and  any 
mecessary  action  in  respect  of  market  rejects  or  animals  showing 
(Signs  of  illness ’is  taken. 

The  following  sets  out  the  particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
tot  inspections  and  condemnations  during  the  year  : 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

jHumber  killed 

. . 1766 

579 

1548 

2264 

1187 

(Number  inspected 

. . 1766 

579 

1548 

2264 

1187 

lAll  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

'VVhoIe  carca.ses  condemned 

0 

10 

5 

5 

28 

(Weight  in  pounds  condemned 

1 Carcases  of  which  some  part 

. . 3251 

or 

5715 

471 

330 

2977 

■ organ  was  condemned 

389 

74 

6 

32 

202 

■ Weight  in  pounds  condemned 

. . 4576 

2821 

80 

144 

1880 

(Perc(mtage  affected  . . 

..  22-37 

14-51 

0-71 

1-63 

19-29 

1 Tuberculosis  only  : 

1 Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

2 

— 

7 

(Weight  in  pounds  condemned 

1 Carcases  of  which  some  part 

719 

or 

2800 

78 

— 

1263 

organ  was  condemned  . . 

129 

139 

1 

— 

61 

(Weight  in  pounds  condemned 

..  3714 

4076 

33 

— 

1086 

(Percentage  affected  . . 

. . 7-42 

24-87 

0-19 

— 

6-81 
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The  carcases  of  twenty-two  beasts  were  sent  for  refrigeration 
treatment  after  detection  of  cysticercus  bovis  lesions  in  the  organs. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  meat,  including  home 
killed  and  imported  meat,  was  inspected  and  condemned  at  butchers’ 
shops  or  the  wholesale  Meat  Depot  : 


Shops 

Depot 

lb. 

lb. 

Beef 

, , , , , 

12 

— 

Pork 

, , , , , 

144 

171 

Mutton 



— 

5 

156  lb. 

176  lb. 

In  all  cases  the  unsound  meat  which  was  condemned  was  salvaged 
for  use  for  trade  purposes  other  than  for  human  consumption. 


Horseflesh 


Your  inspectors  carried  out  the  inspection  of  horseflesh  slaughtered 
for  sale  for  human  consumption  in  the  Urban  District,  all  of  which 
was  sold  outside  the  Council’s  area. 

Particulars  of  animals  slaughtered  and  condemnations  are  as 


follows  ; 

Number  of  horses  slaughtered  ..  ..  ..  ..  515 

Number  of  horses  inspected  . . . . . . . . . . 320 

Weight  of  whole  carcase  (one)  condemned  ..  ..  *..  1150  lb. 

Weight  of  part  carcases  condemned  . . . . . . 560  lb. 

Weight  of  offal  condemned  . . . . . . . . . . 551  lb. 


Twenty-five  goats  slaughtered  for  human  consumpt 
inspected. 


on  were  also 


Other  Foods 

As  a result  of  inspections  carried  out  at  food  shops  and  food 
preparing  premises  in  the  District^  the  following  items  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year  : 


lb. 

lb. 

Tinned  Beans. . 

34 

iMilk  Powder  . . 

99 

Confectionery . . 

31) 

Tinned  Peas  . . 

45 

Corned  Beef  . . 

321 

Pigs  Feet 

800 

Tinned  Fish  . . 

30 

Poultry 

21 

Wet  Fish 

15 

Ground  Rice 

23 

Tinned  Fruit  . . 

250 

Sausages 

33 

Tinned  Ham 

919 

Tiimed  Soup 

22 

Tinned  Meats 

317 

Sugar  . . 

49 

Tinned  Milk  . . 

97 

Tripe  . . . . 

96 

Tinned  Vegetables  . . 

83 

Miscellaneous 

73 

. . 2275  lb. 
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Total 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


Sections  13  and  15 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  visits  were  made  to  premises  engaged 
in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food,  exclusive  of  visits  made  to 
ice  cream  estabhshments  and  dairies. 

As  a result  of  informal  action  and  interviews  the  following  work 
or  improvements  were  carried  out : 

Constant  supply  of  hot  running  water  provided  at  one 
estabhshment. 

Cleansing  and  re-decoration  of  walls  and  ceilings  in  food 
preparation  rooms  at  two  premises. 

Contraventions  of  Section  13  (a)  remedied  at  one  cafe  and  of 
13(f)  at  another  cafe. 

In  two  instances,  exposure  of  food  without  adequate  protection 
(byelaw  4a)  was  remedied  by  informal  action. 

All  food  traders  in  the  Braintree  Market  were  circularised  in 
connection  with  byelaw  9 (b). 

Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  relating  to  the  sampling  of  food 
and  drugs,  are  administered  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  the  Essex  County  Council.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  that  Department 
has  kindly  supphed  the  following  information  : 


Sample  of 


No. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Sample  of 


No. 


Aspirin  Tablets 
Balsam  of  Aniseed  . . 

Castor  Oil 
Cough  Syrup  . . 

Cough  Linctus 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  Ipecec 
Golden  Crumbs 
Iodized  Throat  Tablets 
Mixed  Vegetables,  Macedoine 


Milks,  Ordinary 
Milks,  School 
Milks,  Institution 
Milks,  Hospital 
Ointments 
Olive  Oil 

Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 
Soups 

Sym  Gravy  . . 

Syrup  of  Figs 


12 

7 

4 

7 

3 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 


Total 


61 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 
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